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themselves through (social) networking and in online communities. Obviously traditional print media are
facing a new competitor in the media market: the user. This thesis therefore asks the questions arising in the
context how traditional print media and user generated content (UGC) interact: Can UGC be a competitor to the
traditional media The question is not if UGC will replace traditional media in near future but how the concepts
of UGC could possibly compete or complement traditional media concepts. Have media usage habits already
changed in the face of UGC Right now it seems they have staid quite stable despite UGC. Nonetheless it is all the
more important to look at the signs of change as this phenomenon is still in its initial stage. Should traditional
media players therefore implement UGC UGC seems likely to improve and transfer a brand image. It may give
the traditional media players a new point of view of their target groups, attract new target groups and
generate revenue through advertisement or by cutting costs. All these questions will be considered in this thesis,
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