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Excerpt: .but to collect into one view, from his several dramas,
and from the ancient tracts in which they are mentioned, or
alluded to, all the circumstances that can throw any light on
this new and curious inquiry. From those circumstances, and
from the entries in the books of. Who still looks lean, sure with
some p--is curst, But no man can be FalstqfffaX at first.
Prologue to the tragedy of Circe. The plays which Shakspeare
produced before the year 16OO, are known, and are seventeen
or eighteen in number. The rest of his dramas, we may
conclude, were composed between that year and the time of
his retiring to the country. It is incumbent on those, who differ
in opinion from the great authorities abovementioned, --who
think with Rowe, that we are not to look for his beginnings in
his least perfect works, it is...
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