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THE CULTURE OF SILENCE: ARCHITECTURE S FIFTH DIMENSION
(HARDBACK)

Texas A M University Press, United States, 2000. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 248 x 248 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. German playwright Berthold Brecht once observed that the Finns are silent in two
languages. To those familiar with Finnish society and conversation, Brecht s remark aptly summarizes the
di?iculty of exchanging pleasantries, let alone ideas, with Finns. Those who have come up against these
impenetrable boundaries have asked themselves if the problem is climatic, sociocultural, Gemeinscha@ without
Gesellscha@, or some other explanation for the manifest unwillingness to confront and engage. The intent of
these essays is to explore the notion of a culture of silence through the basis of the architectural culture of
modern Finland. Roger Connah, British critic and author of the celebrated Writing Architecture, the infamous
study of Finnish architecture in the culture of modernism, opens the debate with his monumental and
provocative excavation of the seam where Finnish culture meets modern architecture, Not Only, but Also.
Malcolm Quantrill brings to his editorial role in this collection his experience of Finnish society and architecture
that spans four decades. His expertise in Alvar Aalto studies is focused here in his essay on Aalto s Mu?led
Echoes of Cubism (the Kivett Lecture for 1994). In addition, Quantrill contributes two other specialized pieces on
Reima Pietila and Juha Leiviska, the latter the recent winner of Denmark s prestigious Carlsberg Prize. Kaisa
Broner-Bauer, the first woman to be appointed to a chair of architecture in a Finnish university, continues the
unfolding of the theme through her Aarno Ruusuvuori and the Continuity of Finnish Modernism. The argument
is further elaborated by two nicely oblique pieces on Alvar Aalto s contribution to Finland s international role in
modern architecture; these are by Randall Ott, who recently joined the permanent faculty of...
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