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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIIl THE LESSONS TAUGHT BY THE LOSS OP THE
TITANIC One of the most pitiful things in the relations of human beings to each other -- the action and reaction
of events that is called concretely human life -- is that every now and then some of them should be called upon
to lay down their lives from no sense of imperative, calculated duty such as inspires the soldier or the sailor, but
suddenly, without any previous knowledge or warning of danger, without any opportunity of escape, and
without any desire to risk such conditions of danger of their own free will. It is a blot on our civilization that
these things are necessary from time to time, to arouse those responsible for the safety of human life from the
lethargic selfishness which has governed them. The Titanic s two thousand odd passengers went aboard
thinking they were on an absolutely safe ship, and all the time there were many people -- designers, builders,
experts, government officials -- who knew there were insufficient boats on board, that the Titanic had no right
to go fast in iceberg regions, -- who knew these things and took no steps and enacted no laws to prevent their
happening. Not that they omitted to do these things deliberately, but were lulled into a state of selfish inaction
from which it needed such a tragedy as this to arouse them. It was a cruel necessity which demanded...
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