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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the absence of a federal program requiring greenhouse gas reductions, a
growing group of U.S. states are taking action in this arena. Significant actions have been undertaken in
California and by a coalition of states from the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions. California has undertaken
several initiatives that seek to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In 2004, the state issued regulations to reduce
greenhouse gases from motor vehicles. At least 12 other states have indicated that they plan to implement
California s new vehicle requirements. In 2006, California passed two climate change statutes. The first would
establish a statewide cap on greenhouse gases. The second would effectively limit the use of coal-generated
electricity in California. The state has also taken action to reduce the carbon intensity in its transportation fuels.
The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a partnership of nine Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states, would
set up a cap-and-trade system aimed at limiting carbon dioxide emissions from power plants. The cap is
scheduled to take effect in January 2009 and cap carbon dioxide emissions at 121 million metric tons through
the end of 2014. In 2015, the cap would begin to decrease, so that by 2018, emissions would be capped at 10.
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