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OF COUR.AGE Print on Demand *****.During the Civil War, a Union regiment

STEPHEN CRANE rests along a riverbank, where it has been camped for weeks. A
tall soldier named Jim Conklin spreads a rumor that the army
will soon march. Henry Fleming, a recent recruit with this 304th
Regiment, worries about his courage. He fears that if he were
to see battle, he might run. The narrator reveals that Henry
joined the army because he was drawn to the glory of military
conflict. Since the time he joined, however, the army has

‘t? merely been waiting for engagement. At last the regiment is
given orders to march, and the soldiers spend several weary
days traveling on foot. Eventually they approach a battlefield
and begin to hear the distant roar of conflict. After securing its
position, the enemy charges. Henry, boxed in by his fellow
soldiers, realizes that he could not run even if he wanted to. He
fires mechanically, feeling like a cog in a machine.
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